Nursing the postmodern body: a touching case.
Using touch as a medium for exploring the ways in which it is constructed by nurses, the body is here characterized by a plethora of competing and co-existing terms: disobedient, obedient, mirroring, stigmatized, sinful, post-mortem, sanitized, angelic, desexualized, dangerous, dominant, dominating, deceitful, submissive, disciplined, postmodern and communicative. We have tried to be provocative by juxtaposing contradictory messages and evoking conflicting emotions, and we hope that the reader will not assume that we believe everything we write, or that everything may be taken only at face value. There are as many messages and meanings in the paper as each reader thinks there are.